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Please amend the cladms to read as follows: 



1 1 . (currently amended) A method, comprising: 

2 roctrloting acceoPr by a loclririg olemoiit. to a reotrict e d acc e os 

3 opaco defined within an onclosuro; 

4 counting a number of trigger events submitted bv a user during 

5 successive time Intervals, each time interval having a predetermined 

6 duration, wherein the number of trigger events counted during' a given 

7 time interval can be greater than one; a»d 

8 associating the number of trigger events counted In each time 

9 interval with one digit of a digit sequence representing a code being 

10 submitted bv the user t o actuate th e lockinfi el e ment and gain aocGOO to 

1 1 the rGPtrictod acceoo spac e, wherein each digit of the digit sequence 

12 corresponds to the number of trigger events counted during one of the 

13 successive time intervals and can have a value greater than one; and 

14 storing the code submitted bv the user to set an activation code 

15 neouired to activate a control element. 

1(3 dot e rmining wheth e r th e codo repr e s e nt e d by th e digit sequ eaee 

17 actuat e s th e locking e l e m e nt to gain aoc e ss to the r e otrict e d - aco e ss 

18 spae er 

1 2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprisingf 

2 detecting trigger events diulng eaeb subsequent successive 

3 time intervals based on a sequence of signal interruptions caused by 

4 these trigger events; 

5 representing at least part of the sequence of signal interruptions as 

6 a sequence of digital logic levels; 
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7 compariBg the sequence of digital logic levels with q provlouoly 

8 entered the stored activation code to ascertain an equivalence there 

9 between; and 

J O based on ascertaining the equivalence* activating the control 

11 element actuating tho looldng oloment to gain acc e ss to tho reotriot e d - 

12 acccop opace > 

1 3. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

2 based on ascertaining the equivalence, identifying a user 

3 authorized to acc ess th a r ft etriRtftd nnc e ss space activate the control 

4 element . 

1 4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 generating an audibl e a feedback signal indicative of at least part 

3 of the digit sequence. 

1 5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising; 

2 identifying an operating mode based at least partly on a portion of 

3 the digit sequence, the operating mode corresponding to at leaot one of a 

4 code change request and an acc ess requ es t . 

1 6, (currently amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

2 generating on audibl e a feedback s i^al indicative of the identified 

3 operating mode. 

1 7. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the trigger 

2 events correspond to manipulations of a door handle. 

1 8. (previously presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the sequence of 

2 signal Interruptions correspond to interruptions in an optical signal. 
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1 9. (cancelled) 

1 10, (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further compilstog 

2 issuing a siffnal. bv the control element, u s ed to activate use of wh e rein 

3 the cncloouro corr e ppond e to at least one of an automobile, a boat, an 

4 airplane, a restricted-access space, a building, a container, and a 

5 cabinet* 

1 11. (currently amended) A method, comprising: 

2 counting a number of trigger events aooociated with subxiJitted bv 

3 a user throu^ a user Interface during successive time Intervals, each 

4 time intei-val having a predetermined duration, wherein the nimiber of 

5 trigger events counted during a given time interval can be greater than 

6 one, the user interface affecting at least one operation of a vehicle; 

7 associating the number of trigger events counted in each time 

8 interval with one digit of a digit sequence representing a code being 

9 submitted bv the user t o actuat e th e loclflng e l e ment and gain aooooo to 

10 the r e strict e d acc e s s spasee , wherein each digit of the digit sequence 

1 1 corresponds to the number of trigger events counted during one of the 

12 successive time intervals and can have a value greater than one; and 

13 storing the code submitted bv the user to set an activation code 

14 required to perform the at least one operation of the vehicle^ 

15 comparing at l e ast a portion of th e digit oequ e noe with a 

16 previouGly -s tor e d code; and 

17 bao e d on th e comparison^ p e rfonrdng th e at l e ast one op e ratUon - ^f 

18 the TOhiol e . 

1 12. (previously presented) Hie method of claim 1 1 . further comprising: 
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2 generating a human-percepttble signal indicative of the digit 

3 sequence. 

1 13. (previously presented] The method of claim 1 1 . wherein the user 

2 interface corresponds to a door handle of the vehicle and the trigger 

3 events correspond to manipulations of the door handle. 

1 14. (cancelled) 

1 1 5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the sequence of 

2 digits corresponds to interruptions in an optical signal and the compar e d 



3 Indioia correspond to a e e quenoe of digital logic le> > ^ e l6 . 

1 16. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the at least one operation 

2 of the vehicle corresponds to at least one of a majnipuIaUon of a locking 

3 element restricting access to at least a part of the vehicle, a manipulation 

4 of a window of the vehicle, and an ignition of the vehicle. 

1 17. (currently amended) A system, comprising: 

2 a loctong el e m e nt reotriotlng acc e ps to a rootriot e d acceoo opao e 

3 d e fin e d \\lthin an otaolocur e ; 

4 a trigger-detection element detecting a number of trigger events 

5 during successive time intervals, each time interval having a 

6 predetermined duration^ wherein the number of trigger events detected 

7 during a given time Interval can be greater than one; and 

8 a control element laLrecelving indicia associated with the trigger 

9 events detected by the trigger-detection element, fljLassociating the 

10 number of trigger events detected in each time interval with one digit of a 

1 1 digit sequence representing a code, wherein each digit of the digit 

12 sequence corresponds to the number of trigger events counted during 
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13 one of the successive time intervals and can have a value greater than 

14 one, and fd storing t h e code represented bv the dtf^t sequence to set an 

15 artivation code required for the con trol element to issue m actuation 

16 signal actuating the locldng e l e ment to provide accooo to tho rootiiot e d - 

17 a ecess s pac e In reopons e to th e cod e, 

1 18. (previously presented) The system of claim 17, further comprising: 

2 a feedback element generating a huxnan-perceptiblc signal 

3 Indicative of at least part of the digit sequence. 

1 19. (cancelled) 

1 20- (currently amended) The system of claim 17, wherein th e activation 

2 si^al Issued bv the control element activates use of w h e r e in th e 

3 QnclOBur e corrooponds to a t least one of an automobile, a boat, an 

4 airplane, a restricted-access space, a bxUlding. a container, and a 

5 cabinet- 

1 21. (prevlousfy presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the trigger- 

2 detection element Includes a signal emitter and a signal detector* the 

3 signal detector detecting a sequence of signal interruptions In an optical 

4 signal transmitted by the signal emitter. 

1 22. (Original) The system of claim 2 1 ♦ wherein the optical signal exhibits 

2 an infrared wavelength. 

1 23. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the signal detector 

2 transmits the Indicia associated with the sequence of signal interruptions 

3 to the control element. 
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1 24. {Original) The system of claim 23, wherein the indicia associated with 

2 the sequence of signal inteirupUons corresponds to a sequence of digital 

3 logic levels, 

1 25. (currently amended) The system of claim 17, wherein the control 

2 element compares the ^ subsequen tly submitted digit sequence with a 

3 prcdotcmUned the stored activation c ode to determine whether to issue 

4 the activation signal actuat e the loolting el e m e nt . 

1 26. (currently amended) The system of claim 17, wherein the control 

2 element identifies an operating mode based at least partly on a portion of 

3 the digit sequence, the operating mode corresponding to at l e ast on e of a 

4 code change request and an accooo requ e st . 

1 27 (new) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of temporarily 

2 disabling actuation of the locking element In response to detecting a 

3 number of consecutive failed attempts to enter an access code that 

4 matches the stored code. 

1 28. (new) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of temporarily 

2 disabling actuation of the locking element in response to detecting a 

3 ' number of consecutive failed attempts to enter an access code that 

4 matches the stored code. 

1 29. (new) The system of claim 17, wherein the control element temporarQy 

2 disables actuation of the locking element in response to detecting a 

3 number of consecutive failed attempts to enter an access code that 

4 matches the stored code. 
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